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common at that period for people to re-
gard pthisis us romantic, and any mental
derangement as disgraceful. Certainly
Mrs. B. t2ok the latter view. BShe was
rejoiced to tind the child restored to her-
eolf, and she bound Miss X. to say
nothing about the incident to anybody,
“Jest people should bring it up againat
ber afterwards.” She coosidered that
Norah had been too much in the sun:
and that had “made her silly” for & time.
Qonsidering that the disappearance of
the symuptoms meart the disappearance
of the disease, she did not call in a doc-
tor. It is probable, too, that she bhad a
feeling that even now is not uncommon
among people of defective ~ducation,
that mind and morals do not concern the
physical.

Norah apparently completely regained

Jher bealth. She did not become an in-

fant prodigy. At the ageof fourteen,
whken Mies X. left her and she was
placed in the hands of foreign govern-
esses, she sesms to have been a fairly
normal girl: a little emotional, perhaps.
but with no tendencies to melancholy,
fond of spori, eager to see the world.

Eight years afterwards Miss X. took
the post of compapion to Norab. Dur-
ing the interval she had once more be-
come an orphan, and she had inheriied
Mr, S."s lortune, which was not immenree,
but was much greater than it had been
supposed he would leave behiod him. It
gave Norah an income of about £1.700 a
year. She came o London, where she
bad many {riends. Some of these
were anxious to bave her to live with
them, but she was ford of her independ-
ence. She wrote to Mise X ., with whom
she had kept up a desultory correspund
once, and an arrangement was foon
made between them. They lived to-
grther in a comfortable house in Hamp-
stead. Tlere, also, Miss X. noticed
nothing that could be called abrormal
about Norsh. She was bright and en-
ergetic, fond of pleascre, aod fond of
getting new experiences.

Norah was at this time engaged to be
married to a distinguished Orientalist
and traveler, a man about ten years older
than herself, to whom she was devoted.
It was arranged that after the marriage
Miss X. was to act as her housekeeper.

Three days before the marriage was
to take place Norah committed suicide,
poiecvning hereolf with oxalic acid. Ttis
pot & good_suicide’s poison, because the
antidote ia 1o be found ready to haod
in most houses. But Norah was not
discovered; she took the poison in a di-
luted form snd died ia her sleep.

No motive of any kind could be found
for the act, at the time, and the usual
verdict wes returned.

I1.

By ber will she left to Miss X, an
annuity and all her books and papers.
Amoog the latter was a bundle of penny
exercise books tied up with a string, and
marked “Not to be read until a year
after my death.” Rightly or wrongly,
Mise X. made no mention of these at the
ioquest. It is from them that the brief
second part of Norah's history is here
written. 1 bave not been permitted to
read the whole of theee books as yet.
Much of what 1 have read I am not per-
mitted to repeat here, and of verbatim
quotation I cau give very little.

These books are a revelation of the
tragedy of Norah’s life. They are con-
cerned, priocipally, with her second per-
sonality. Janet, and are not consecutive,
long lapees occurring between the dates
of the different booke:

There is no reference to the Lowestoft
incident in them. The first book is
dated when Norah was fifteen years old.

The first line begics: “I was Janet in
sleep lact pight. It is no good to pray
any more. One day she will come when
I am awake, and everybody will kmow,
and they will shut me up somewhere,and
esay that I am mad.”

That noteof horror is repeated all
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through the books. She makee miser-
able little pathetic tests of her sanity,
and can find nothing wrong but that one
thing—that she fesls that at any time
she may lose her personality, that Janet
may come back. She feels it a disgrace
that she is not hke other people; she
longs for help and sympathy, yet not for
worlds would she speak of her trouble
to a single soul.

She appears to have some means,
never indicated, of communicating with
this mysterious twin sister. She speaks
of telling her things, and of exacting a
promise from her that ehe will never
come back ercept when Norah is alone
at pight. Then we hear no more of
these conversations, which are reported
in a most matter-of iact way, and an-
other horror springs up. Janet means
to ruin her. She will pever speak, but
Norah knows.

After that there comes a period ot
about a year, during which there are no
notes at all. This period coincides with
her residence in London, and includes
the faw months of her engagement. In-
deed, it may be doubted if Norah ever
wrote in the book again, for the next
entry, which is the last, is writtenin the
looking-glass hand. 1 held it to a mir-
ror and read:

*] kave come back for a little while,
but tomorrow I shall come back to stay.
1 shall take him away from you, sister
Norah. It is ] that be shall murry. 1
wonder what vm: thought. For a long
time.

There the lantonce breaks off abrupt-
ly. It bears the dateof the day on
which Norah committed suicide.

As a case of double personality itis
explicable, doubtless, on the theory of
abeolute somnambulism, but it suggests
other questions less easy to answer. A
clever novelist might Le able to make
somethiug of it, filling in the lacunw,
O course, he would be using a motive
that hld been used before: but then all
the motives have been used before.—
Barry Pain, in Black and White.

“What sort of a dog was it that bit
you?" asked Sprocketts of Bevelgear.
“A chainless.”
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Defect.

A wise man looked at the world nnd
laughed.

And an altruist offered him reprool.
saying: “There isoccasion for tears,
one would think!™

“Tears of blood are no: to be com-
passed by all of ue,”” answered the wice
maa.— The Mirror.
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THE SHIRT WAIST MAN.

Behold me,
Coatless and cool 3

I am the shirt waist man
And if I don't

Take the rag off the'bush
I take the coat
Off my back

And fling it

In the face of conventionality .
What do I care

If Fashion

Piles the perspiration

It doesn’t moakey with me ,

For I yack off my coat

And Fasbion

Chases itself out of my

lH‘mu!

And leaves me

Cool

As a cucumber .

Of course ,

My shirt waist

Isn't cut according

To the pattern

Of the lady shirt waist

And it Tacks

Fluff and puff

And furbelow

And hasa

Superfluity of narrative

Perhaps ,

But it gets there

Just the same,

And I am comfortable

While those,

Coated with conventionality ,

Sweat and swear

And kick holes

In the Weather Bureau

And lose their tempers

In an overflow of temperature .

The shirt waist man

Isn't a recognized institution

Just yet,

But he's the coming man

And the hot weather

Brings him out

As it does the tassels

Oan a field of comn,

And soon the streets

'Will blossom with him ,

Not altogether

A thing of beauty,

But verily a joy

During the heated term .

That'’s me,

The shirt waist man,

And as long

As | keep cool

Conventionality

May go to thunder .
W.J. L.
—The Sun.
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‘The Wholesale Trade in College Degrees.
{ From the Saturday Evening Post.)

Even in the good old days when a man
was koighted simply because the king
esteemed him a good fellow, and a wo-
man became my lady in exchange fora
judiciously bestowed kiss, patents of no-
bility were granted for better reasons
than are parchments of learning today—
at least by some of the smaller colleges.
It honors were easy then, honorary de-
grees are easier now. No one with more
than a million seems to be ineligiLle.

So long as we bhave college presidents
whose sense of humer and of the sterpal
fitness of things are as emall as their
greed of endowment and advertising is
large, thie indiscriminate ecattering of
honors will goon. Doctors are already
as plentiful us colonels in an ex-Confed-
erate stronghold. We have profeesors
of the beautiful science of shoe polish-
ing. Itis but a step now to doctors of
the delicate art of shaving. As for the
men who are by attainment entitled to
an LL. D., they are slready beginning
to fight shy of the honor.

It is sometimes a distinction to be
plain Alr, Smith,

To clubs of ten taking The Courier the
annual subscription price is seventy five
cents (75 cents). Regular subscription price e
—one dollar per year \
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of the Lincoln Hard-
ware Co."s entire stock of

ﬂIﬂYﬂl[S AND BIGYGLE: SUNDRIES *

GUARANTE ED
HALF e
REGULAR
PRICES.

The wise and prudent buyer will
take advaniage of this wonderful
opportunity, as it will be by far the ;
most startling bargaio sale of Bi-
cycles and Sundries ever announced
in America. Itisa well know fact
that the Liccoln Hardware Com-
* pany were among the largest west-
ern wholesalers in the bicycle busi-
ness, and carried a complete supply,
which was second only to our mam-
moth stock, and owing to the ra l|:udly
increasing business in olaer
they docized to close out their en-
tire bicycle busines to us at a great
sacrifice. We will positively pot
mix one item of this stock with our
own, but will distribute the entire
Lincole Hardware Company's stock
the Lincoln people, guar-
anteeing to cut their regular prices ‘\
on every item at least

50 PER CENT

and in many cases a great deal more.
All good things are bound to be
imitated, but

DONT BE DISSUADED

and ino this instance we will positive-

ly guarantee the lowest prices, sell-

ing for less than any other dealer s-
can buy the same goode for in

wholesale lots.

LINGOLN NEB.
1188 0O at. Phone 1SS, yr

The Bicycle and Phonogra Hud
quarters ol the entire
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